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GRADUATION 2010:A  Time  for Celebration

Over 700 people
attended the Travis
High School gradua-
tion!  Graduation was
in the air!!! Family and
friends piled into the
church parking lot at
New Testament Church
on Bradley Road in

Milwaukee.  As they walked up the walkway to the edifice
where the graduation ceremony would take place, parents were
smiling and waving at their graduates who were waiting for the
processional to begin.  They looked eagerly at their daughter or
son as if to say we wanted to be sure that you were standing in
line to graduate.  Once the pomp and circumstance started, the
students walked in proudly, each one with their own unique
story.  Tonisha cried as she turned to the left and saw her moth-
er sitting there.  Mrs. Morgan, the database secretary, knew that
she would be sitting there.  She had gone down to the county
jail that morning to have her mother bailed out of jail.  A man
sitting on the left side began to
cry.  He said to a stranger, "I
have eight children, six of
whom are grown and out of the
house; but this is the first one to
graduate."  The emotions ran
high as the audience applauded,
laughed, and cried within the
joy of graduation. The students
listened intensely as Mr. Robert
Byrd, the graduation speaker stated to them, "you have a right
to be successful". What a profound statement. You could see
the look on the graduates' faces. Perhaps they were internaliz-
ing this for the first time. Perhaps they were seeing themselves
years from now in various roles, various careers.

All I know is Mr. Byrd gave words
of wisdom to our students.  The
experience of the graduation was
electrifying. The highlight of the cer-
emony occurred when Ms. Green,
Administrator of Tech High, and Mr.
Martin, lead teacher for the
Vocational High School, announced
to Dr. Travis that these students had
completed all the necessary requirements for a high school
diploma. It seemed like a pause-and-response activity. Dr.
Travis asked the question, "Did they complete ALL the
requirements?  "All the Math"? The students shouted, "all the

Math, all the English, all the Science,
and all the Social Studies." One of
the graduates yelled out, "all of the
Graphic Design too!" The graduates
rose to their feet as Dr. Travis stated
that she proudly awarded each of the
graduates with a diploma. Parents
came forward as Ms. Green and Mr.
Martin called each of the students'

names. The graduates paused as their parents took pictures,
gave hugs and flowers. The ceremony ended with each child
holding their diploma dearly, and grateful that this chapter in
their life is closed.  We do not know
what the future holds for the students,
but we like to dream like one student,
who said as he exited the building, "I
can't wait to start college!"



A  Word A word 
from our Founder/CEO/ President

By Dr. Dorothy Travis Moore

We increased our transportation to eight buses plus outsourcing
to a local bus company.  Children came from all directions to
attend our school.  We have to keep in mind, that growth is not
only good, but it can be stressful and bring pain and heartache.
Nevertheless, we are grateful to God for His blessings, and we
continue to strive for excellence.  Our goal is to continue to devel-
op our learning environment and teaching strategies to meet the
needs of a growing population.  We strive to provide many oppor-
tunities to maximize our student achievements. A strong curricu-
lum is in the forefront of everything we do. We love to stimulate
talent in our students and we believe that each has a talent given to
them by God. After over 40 years in education, I am still amazed  

by our parents. And I have learned to
appreciate them more this year, for some
are going through their personal strug-
gles and pains.  I am grateful for the
level of cooperation and communication that exists between our
families and the school.  That is what it takes to have a successful
year.  It is my prayer that we continue to work together to create
students who have a thirst for knowledge.  Finally, may the Lord
bless us as we keep education a priority, love a must, and strength
as a goal for our students, their families, and our community!

Our theme for this year was "An Expectation of Excellence".  We lived with these words all
year long.  I'm so grateful for our growth this year - we grew from two schools to three. 

8th Grade Class Trip

One of the favorite places in
Wisconsin for a school field trip
is the Wisconsin Dells.  Each
year the 8th graders plan an end
of the year field trip.  They
made their journey Tuesday
June 29th early, and had lots of
fun.

A few students paused from their fun filled day to take a picture with
Dr. Travis , Mr Burt, and volunteer Ms. Mckinley.

SStudenttudent s Selected For s Selected For 
Athletes for Athletes for YYouth Programouth Program

The Athletes for Youth
Saturday Tutoring program
was founded by Robert
Byrd and was developed to
provide positive literacy
and cultural experiences
for Milwaukee youth.
Three students from Ceria

M Travis Academy participated in the Saturday morning pro-
gram. The students were brothers Quintien Tyra (6th grade),
Hailey Tyra (5th grade), and Justin Tyra (3rd grade). In addition,
Quintien was chosen to participate in a summer pre-college engi-
neering program at the University of Wisconsin -Green Bay.

Continuing Eligibility Report
DPI standard number four: at least 70% of the families in the MPCPmeet parental involvement criteria established by the private school.
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"Start Spreading the News" was the highlight song for the 
kindergarten completion program.

Ms. Hamilton had prepared them well. They practiced and rehearsed, and this was their day.
Parents, family, and friends gathered at the Teutonia Campus to celebrate with their kindergarten-
ers who now know their colors, numbers, names, addresses, and much, much more. The students
were dressed up and they looked so beautiful in their kindergarten caps.  They brought the audi-
ence to their feet as they sang their song "First Grade, First Grade".

Grandparents Day

OOn Friday, October
16, 2009, the Kindergarten
Campus hosted its 1st
"Grandparents Day" to
honor the students' grand-
parents.  Grandparents were
invited to come and visit
with their grandchild (ren).
Donuts, orange juice, apple
juice, and coffee were pro-
vided for them.  The chil-

dren, as well as the grandparents, were excited about the
event. Most of the grandparents stayed the entire morning!
They spent time with ALL the students, who gladly wel-
comed them to the class. And to top the day off, the students
had noon dismissal… what a treat!!!

It’s 
Grandparents Day

MrMr. Lockhart’. Lockhart’ s Classs Class
DecoratesDecorates

Holiday THoliday T ree atree at
Catheral SquareCatheral Square

TTravis Academy Teutonia's first
grade students were chosen to deco-
rate a tree in "Community Spirit
Park" located in Cathedral Square
Park, downtown Milwaukee, as part
of the 2009 Milwaukee Holiday
Lights Festival. The theme title for

the tree was Ceria M. Travis Academy "Shining Citizens". The stu-
dents decorated the tree with ornaments shaped like stars, which also
had pictures of the Teutonia students. They worked very hard on their
ornaments and it paid off when they were allowed to place them all
over the Christmas tree. Although it was a cold day, the students
enjoyed themselves. And to help them stay warm, they were given hot
cocoa along with cookies. This experience was made possible by the
dedicated work of the K5 teacher, Ms. Hamilton. Her grandmother,
Johnetta Borum, is one of the persons on the committee who chooses
the schools that will participate in The Annual Christmas Tree
Decorating Ceremony.

LearningWhere Learning Comes First 

The
Kindergarten

Campus

TheThe Kindergarteners
Move Move TTo First Gradeo First Grade
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In School Barber
Travis Academy Teutonia, 

also known as the 
Kindergarten Campus, was 
pleased to announce that it has an in-
school barber. Every Monday Mr.

Davis, owner of Jay's Barber Shop (located at 6213 N. Teutonia
Ave.)came to cut our students' hair at a discounted price. Davis
feels that this is one way for him to give back to the community.
Ninety percent of the haircuts were sponsored by staff members of
the Kindergarten Campus. We believe that if a student can look in
the mirror and see himself with a nice, fresh haircut, his self-
esteem can be boosted a notch or two. We look forward to contin-
uing this routine next school year.

On December 4, 2009,
randomly selected Travis
Academy Teutonia students
received some early
Christmas gifts at the 
annual Johnetta Borum
Christmas Party for Deserving Children held at the
Italian Community Center. The students partook in
a luncheon buffet and a visit with Santa and his
elves. Johnetta Borum started the Christmas Party in December of
1971. The event brought great joy to the students who were given
multiple Christmas gifts from various sponsors throughout the
Milwaukee area. Special thanks to Ms. Hamilton, K5 teacher, for
helping to make this opportunity possible for our students.

38th Annual 
Johnetta Borum 

Christmas Party
for deserving children

DaddY  DonutsDaddY  Donuts Day
On Friday, December 11, 2009, The 

Teutonia Campus hosted its 1st "Daddy 
Donut" day to recognize our students' 
fathers. Since Father's Day always occurs

during the summer, and school is usually out of session, Ms.
Cournia, the principal, thought it would be a good idea to allow a
day to celebrate fathers. So, they invited the "dads" to come and
support their children by attending this event. However, if fathers
were not available, the children could also bring uncles, big broth-
ers, and/or friends. Donuts, juice, and coffee were provided for the
men. We were very surprised by the number of men who actually
came out. All in all, the event was a success and we look forward
to doing it again next year!

Staff Members of the Kindergarten Campus Photo from left to right: Mr.
Lockhart, Ms. Klopp, Ms. Hamilton, Ms. Cournia, and Mr. Pickett.

Ms. Hamilton writes a poem 

You're a very special person,
And I want you to know.

How I loved to be your teacher,
How fast the weeks did go!

Please come back to visit me
As through the grades you grow,
Try hard to learn all that you can

There is so much to know!!
The one thing I try to teach you
To last your whole life through,
Is to know that you are special

Just because you are you!!!
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Stu d ent E xpress ed H o pe at

8th G rad e Co mpleti o n Pr ogra m

Twenty-Five students completed eighth grade. Over 300 family members and guests gathered at Holy Recovery Church for the 

program on Wednesday, June 2, 2010. The eighth grade speaker was Zatonia Saulsberry, valedictorian. She spoke these words to her 

classmates and the audience.

"First off, I would like to thank God for this
wonderful opportunity. I would like to thank my
mom, grandma, and dad for all they have done
in always supporting me and instructing me to
do the right thing. I would like to thank all my
teachers, principals Mr. Griffin and Ms. Lewis,

and all of the staff at Travis academy.  A special thanks goes out
to Mr. Shephard who looked out for the second floor. He's like a
father to all of us. To Dr. Travis, we thank you for your love for
children and your vision for us all to excel in education and in
spiritual growth. To the best 2010 fifth and eighth grade classes,
I would like to thank you for the many friendships we have had.
As we grow apart and go our separate ways, I will not forget
you. Let's go out to high school and prepare to become doctors,
nurses, lawyers, and maybe even Presidents. Let us go to high
school and go after the goals that we dreamed of accomplishing.
Let us go out to high school and go after the education that our
ancestors and forefathers fought so hard for us to have. I thank
you for the many experiences that we shared and I wish you all
the best of love in all that you do."   

Zatonia Saulsberry, 8th grader testimony

"I have been attending Travis Academy since
2007 and the moment my mom walked through
the door of Travis, she said this was the school I
was supposed to attend where I can work to my
full potential to excel and succeed, which I have
prevailed over the three years I have been here
at Travis. The teachers gave me great advice

about many different topics on life and really showed that they
cared about me and my education. I am very grateful for 

all of my great educational experiences that I have received here
at Travis Academy. I can assure all of my teachers and staff
members that the moral and vital information that I have
received here will follow me throughout my life. And to all of the
staff members and my fellow classmates, I hope that your lives
will be filled with happiness 
and prosperity."

Miara Wilson, 8th grader testimony

"First, I would like to thank everyone in my life
who helped me get to this point in my life, put-
ting God first. If it were not for Him, I would
not have been here right now alive. Second, I
would like to thank my mom. If it wasn't for her
rules and her discipline I wouldn't be a suc-
cessful young lady completing the eighth grade

today. Third, I would like to thank my teachers for all of their
support and hard work; thank you all and 
I love you all."

Bridney Tillmon, 8th grader testimony



Baseball is one
of our newest sports
here at Travis
Academy;  It's about
discipline, self-con-
trol, and developing
skill.  We are grate-

ful to Mr. Thomas Lane, who took on the task of being 'coach' to
our middle school co-ed team.  The boys and girls alike, learned
how to pitch, bat and catch a ball.
Although the 1st games did not yield
any victories, the team refused to be
discouraged.  After each pep talk from
Coach Lane, the team returned week
after week only to loose.  However,
they learned how to work together and

to increase their
skill level.  Finally, on the day of the last
game, the team arrived in full uniform and
ready to go!  They were determined to make
the best of it.  They worked hard and their
hard work paid off!  They won the game!
What a great way to end the baseball season!

Travis Academy School Buster Night
was hosted by Holy Recovery
Church and everyone had a grand
time. Parents, staff, students, and
visitors were treated to gospel

singing by the Holy Recovery Church choir. Our
teacher, Mr. Torrance, let the Travis
Academy drummers in presenting a num-
ber of drum selections. To the delight of
all the Travis Academy Praise dancers,
under the direction of Mrs. Arms, cap-
tured the audience with their graceful
expression dancing. All parents who regis-
tered students were given gifts, and every-

one enjoyed food and refreshments. Many visiting parents were so
impressed with our school and the manner in
which we involved our students that they prom-
ised to join our Travis Family. This event
occurred September 26, 2009. More than eighty
different families and their children attended. The
house was packed!!! Other School Buster Nights
occurred in November, February, and May.

LearningWhere Learning Comes First 
The

Wisconsin
Campus

TTravis ravis AcademyAcademy Coat/Clothing Drive
On November 16, 2009, Travis

Academy held a school wide

coat/clothing drive which lasted

through December 3, 2009. This

event was held with classrooms com-

peting against each other to see

which room could bring in the most

coats/clothing. The winning class was…Ms. Harper's Room! Good

job Little Ones! At the close of the

drive, parents and families were

invited to Travis on a Saturday

afternoon complete with bus serv-

ice,  words of wisdom, lunch and

shopping! Our "shoppers" were

given shopping bags and the pick of

all the goodies! The "shoppers"

smiled and chatted the whole time they were in our own Travis Mall

sharing friendship and fellowship. 

The S.O.S. The S.O.S. 
(Success Oriented School)
is designed to significantly improve
students' attendance, attitude, and
achievement by creating a school
environment where students feel safe,
secure, and motivated for learning. A
school environment that encourages,

supports, and recognizes every positive effort by its students.

TRAVIS GAZZET TE
SUMMER 2010



Inspire CreateWhere We Learn Inspire and Create
Charlotte Booker,
Credit RecoveryCredit Recovery
CoordinatorCoordinator ,,
Speaks of ProgramSpeaks of Program

CCredit Recovery started its
first year here at Travis
Technology High School in
August of 2009. It was standing
room only, with more than 70
students enrolled. Soon after, we

quickly saw which students were up for the challenge and will-
ing to take advantage of this awesome opportunity. Like many
programs, we were not without our own obstacles and setbacks,
but we are very proud the report that we graduated seven stu-
dents in December, and eleven at the June 2010 commencement.
These students have worked very hard to achieve what was
thought of as the impossible by doing
more than what was expected, including
independent studies, becoming gainfully
employed, and completing various serv-
ice learning projects. In May, 2010, CR
partnered with Ms. Jackson for a very
successful fashion show. Students partici-
pated by designing and/or modeling CR
Originals, or by showcasing their newly acquired poetic skills
learned in their Creative Writing class, as part of the entertain-
ment. Needless to say, this was an event to remember.

All in all, Credit Recovery started off as merely a pro-
gram, but the students quickly became a part of our family. We
watched them go from thinking graduation was never going to
happen, to preparing for the ACT Exam and college placement
tests. Here are what a few of our graduating seniors had to say
about our program:

On the negative road I was headed, I'm glad that Ms.
Booker and Credit Recovery opened my eyes to a positive path."
L. Butler

Credit Recovery meant a lot to me because I thought
there wasn't any hope for me, until I opened my eyes and walked
into this place. I figured it out, and Credit Recovery will never be
replaced!"  J. Boynton

The Travis
Technology

Campus

"Our boys worked hard this sea-

son!! We would like to thank the par-

ents, fans, teachers, and staff for sup-

porting us this year. We had a

GREAT season. I want to give a spe-

cial thanks to: Mr. Wright, all the

players, (Elroy Phillips, Wynton

Green, Charles Smith, Chris Davis,

Tim Scott, Julius Henderson,

Dominique Glosson, Shaquille Jones,

Lindell Howard, Earl Oliver, Masaja,

and Kenneth Dixon), and all the FANS for supporting us.

BUT, the greatest accomplishments or highlights of this year

involved several of our students visiting my church and thus far -

eight of them got SAVED!!! This puts an emphasis on our vision -

360 degrees of service and learning. WHAT A YEAR!!!"

Coach Smith

Ms. Charlotte Booker

Ms. Jackson



Inspire  CreateWhere We Learn Inspire and Create

The Travis
Technology

Campus
This year Tra vis Techn ol ogy
H i gh Sch oo l ad de d t wo 
new cou rs es

to the ever expanding academic program.
Students were able to take "Introduction
to Psychology", as an elective for social
sciences or health and "Family and
Consumer Education", as a general elec-
tive. Ms. Wilnekia Green, the
Administrator is the instructor for the
psychology class and Mr. Junior Gentry,
the new Assistant Administrator is the
instructor for the Family and Consumer
Education class.

Psychology Course  - Ms. Green has worked extensively in the
field of psychology during her undergraduate studies. She has a
minor in psychology from Wayland Baptist University. She also
studied psychology as a high school student. Ms. Green has stat-
ed, "I recall the experiments and how interested I was in psychol-
ogy. Having that exposure gave me the realization that I definitely
wanted to study psychology in college," Each student will com-
plete a project before the year is out.

Travis' "Introduction to Psychology" uses an advanced placement
textbook series. "It is a good class. I have to work hard to get a
good understanding. But once I do I'm into it," stated Jovante
Bohannon, a senior at Travis Tech. "I want to go into psychology
in college," quoted Mercedes Hayes, also a senior at Travis Tech.
"So I'm glad I got a chance to see what it is like." Additionally,
Green enjoys tying technology into the class as well, "I use
www.psychweb.com and the interactive textbook cdrom a lot; it
enhances and reinforces the material."

TRAVIS GAZZET TE
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Mr. Gentry has traveled the country
with the Fatherhood initiative and
works in the community teaching sem-
inars on healthy relationships. He was

excited to bring these experiences into
the classroom. The course covered a
wide range of topics from healthy rela-
tionships to balancing a checkbook.
Students were required to keep a journal
and enjoyed a variety of speakers.

"Many of these topics aren't generally talked about in a mature and
educational way," stated Mr. Gentry. "This class gives students an
opportunity to deal with the issues they are facing in a productive
way."  Travis Technology High School is constantly looking to
expand the program as well as meet the needs of the students.

Welcome to Travis Technology Sciences. As
we approached the final weeks of the school
year, all students were engaged in tracking and
monitoring Wisconsin's dynamic daily weather
conditions. This weather project spanned a
three week period. Students plotted, graphed,
and displayed data at the conclusion of the pro-

jected time frame. Temperature, wind direction, humidity, precipi-
tation, as well as historical data, was collected by all students.
Individual classes (physical science, chemistry, and earth science)
continued to explore their specific subjects respectively. Physics
(speed and motion) was the subject for physical science.
Chemistry continued chemical reactions and equilibrium and earth
science completed the school year investigating the universe.
Outstanding students (grades of 3.0 or higher) in the field of sci-
ence included:

Physical science:Alize Webb, Vanshay Smith, Precious Marney,
Davon Howard, Spentella Monger, and Jalisa Morris

Chemistry: Michael Hicks, Lynette Brown, Marvel James,
Cordeirdre Mitchell, Shaquille Jones, and Dempsey Powledge

Earth science:Marvin Campbell, Shantiione Easonk Melissa
Griffen, Salina Smith, Akeema Summerville, and Davon Quinn

TTravis Travis T echnology Sciencesechnology Sciences

The Travis Technology High School
completed its third season of flag foot-
ball with the Milwaukee Public Schools
recreation league. This year's roster
consisted of Devonte Coleman,
Shaquille Gardner, Shaquille Jones,
Dector Flinn, Dempsey Powledge,
Zovan Raymond, Devon Howard,
Marvin Campbell,

David Jackson, and Michael Howard. "It was
a young team. They learned a lot. With newly
gained experience we expect to be much bet-
ter next year," stated the Head Coach, Mr.
Martin. The team's record was 3-3. Staff, stu-
dents, and parents came to support the team.


